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Juris Blodnieks was born Bronxville, NY in 1964. Raised in Montclair, NJ, he attended the Montclair Kimberly Academy, graduating in 1981. He studied Chemistry and Russian Studies and received a B.S. in Chemistry and a minor in Russian Studies from Lafayette College in Pennsylvania in 1985. In the first half 1986 he attended the Institute for Social Science in Munster, Germany, but in the second half entered Seton Hall University receiving a degree in Analytical Biochemistry in 1990. He also completed the Newark Latvian Sunday School, the Latvian summer high school Beverina and obtained a degree in Latvian studies from Western Michigan University in 1983.
 
In 1989, Juris Blodnieks co-founded Baltic Marketing, Inc., a trading company, followed by Latvian American Shippng Line (LASL), SIA BCCS-TM, SIA Latvian American Shipping Line and Baltic Financial Services. His business emphasis has been in shipping. He helped develop Latvian American Shipping Line to be a pioneer in small package shipping and distribution, humanitarian aid and exports from the Baltics to the United States. Today, Latvian American Shipping Line deals with many types of cargo involving either air or ocean tranporation: personal effects, automobiles, ro-ro cargo, commercial cargo, refrigerated cargo among others.
 

Juris has been a regular lecturer at Montclair State University, college of Business, speaking about logistics and transportation. He has participated as a lecturer in several trade and transportation conferences in Latvia and the United States. Juris, as a board member of SIA LASL was a founding member of the American Chamber of Commerce in Latvia.
